SYLLABUS

New World School of the Arts

United States History Honors – Grade 11
Instructor:
Jessica Gonzalez
Email:

jgonza79@dadeschools.net
Telephone: 
305-237-3618
Textbook:
United States History and Geography – Modern Times
Course Description:  This course will cover the history of the United States from the end of Reconstruction to the present day. It will present the historical, geographic, political, economic, and sociological events which influenced the development of the United States and the resulting impact on world history. It will offer students opportunities to develop critical skills such as analysis, synthesis, and evaluation. The course begins with a review of the events that preceded the end of Reconstruction.

Course Outline: This outline shows the topics assigned to each nine week. However, the teacher’s judgment will determine the actual pace of instruction while making every effort to stay on pace with this outline. 

First Nine Weeks

Topic 1:
Causes, Course, and Consequences of the Civil War and Reconstruction and their Effects on the American People (1861–1877)

Topic 2:
Final Settlement of the West (1862-1890)

Topic 3:
Industrialization (1865-1900)

Topic 4:
Urbanization (1880-1920)

Topic 5:
Immigration (1880-1920)

Second Nine Weeks

Topic 6:
Origins of the Progressive Era (1900-1917)

Topic 7:
Imperialism and the Spanish-American War (1867-1917)

Topic 8:
United States’ Involvement in World War I (1917-1919)

Topic 9:
The “Roaring Twenties”

Topic 10:
The Depression and the New Deal (1929-1941)

Third Nine Weeks

Topic 11:
U.S. Diplomacy and World War II

Topic 12:
Truman and the Cold War (1945-1953)

Topic 13:
Eisenhower and the Modern Republicanism (1953-1961)
Topic 14:
Kennedy’s New Frontier and Johnson’s Great Society (1961-1969)

Topic 15:
Nixon, Ford, and Carter Presidencies (1969-1981)
Fourth Nine Weeks

Topic 16:
The Reagan Administration (1981-1989)

Topic 17:
George H.W. Bush and Clinton Presidencies (1989-2001)

Topic 18:
George W. Bush and Obama Presidencies (2001-       )

Topic 19:
Issues for the 21st Century

Methods of Instruction:
Lecture and discussion

Assigned readings from texts





Guided collaborative learning

Media assisted instruction





Research projects

Tests, Quizzes, and Homework: Tests will be announced. Quizzes are to be expected every day (though that will not happen due to time constraints), they will cover the topics discussed in the previous class. The topics discussed in class are homework for that night, automatically. Additional homework may be assigned.
Grading Policies: The quarter grade will be based on tests, quizzes, class participation, homework, projects etc. Tests are generally worth 2 grades, projects’ values will be given at the time of their assignment, and all other works are worth 1 grade.

Even though a 100-point grading scale will be used, the MDCPS grading system will be followed. A = 90 – 100; B = 80 – 89; C = 70 – 79; D = 60 – 69; F = 0 – 59. Only changes that favor the students may be made at the instructor’s discretion. 

Honor Code: Every test or quiz will begin with the following pledge with your signature. “On my honor, I will not give nor accept aid during this examination.” Five (5) points will be deducted from your grade for nor writing or signing the pledge. Cheating will get you a zero (0) for the examination (a zero is quite different from an F – will be explained in class), the value of the examination may be increased, and students will be reported to their parents and possibly to the administration.

Make-up Exams: If you are absent, it is your responsibility to find out what took place in class. You will have 2 days after your return to make arrangement for your make-up exam.

Extra Credit: There will be no extra credit work. However, I will be available to help you with the assigned work.

May I Suggest…

Take notes. Do not try to write down everything that is said. Instead write the concepts that are repeated and emphasized in class lectures and discussions so that you know what to focus on for your quizzes and tests.

Form study groups. Discuss readings, lectures, notes, homework, etc. You can discuss the homework in a group and after all have understood write your work individually. The only time you cannot cooperate is on exams.

Keep up with the assigned work. They are cause-and-effect and other relationships between historical events. Discovering these relationships becomes impossible if the preceding and/or succeeding events are not known.

Ask questions. I feed off your participation and your questions. Your participation will make it an interesting class. I am not that good a speaker to have riveting things to say for 50 minutes every day. This should be a discussion. If you have any doubts about something, ask a question. I know, no one else is asking, why you? Because they are all thinking what you are thinking! Once you have asked the question everyone benefits from the clarification. Again, if in doubt, ask.

Note: Parts of this syllabus closely reflects the content and wording of the MDCPS Pacing Guide. The syllabus may be changed at the instructor’s discretion.
