Southwest Asia 
Countries and Capitals

1. Saudi Arabia - Riyadh
2. Yemen - Sanaa
3. Oman - Muscat
4. Israel - Jerusalem
5. Jordan - Amman
6. Lebanon - Beirut
7. Syria - Damascus
8. Afghanistan - Kabul
9. Iraq - Baghdad
10. Iran - Tehran
11. Turkey (known as Asia Minor in antiquity) - Ankara
12. Qatar - Doha
13. United Arab Emirates - Abu Dhabi 
14. Palestine (West Bank and Gaza) - territory 
15. Bahrain - Manama
16. Kuwait – Kuwait

North Africa and Southwest Asia are often referred to as the Middle East, a region dominated by Arab Muslims.  Other ethnicities include: Jews, Armenians, Turks, Kurds, Persians, and Armenians.  

This area is also referred to by academics as the Near East, or Ancient Near East, especially during the Ottoman Empire. The term Middle East is Eurocentric and as such often criticized by academics.
Physical Features

1. Sinai Peninsula

2. Arabian Peninsula
3. Arabian Desert

4. Rub al Khali Desert

5. Anatolia Plateau 

6. Hindu Kush

Lakes, Rivers, and Bodies of Water

1. Euphrates River

2. Tigris River

3. Indus River

4. Amu Darya

5. Red Sea

6. Mediterranean Sea

7. Persian Gulf

8. Caspian Sea

9. Black Sea

10. Dead Sea

