SYLLABUS

New World School of the Arts

AP United States History – Grade 11
Instructor:
Jessica Gonzalez
Email:

jgonza79@dadeschools.net
Classroom:
5307
Textbook:
American History: Connecting with the Past, 14th ed.
Website: 
www.historygonzalez.weebly.com

Course Description:  This course will cover United States history as delineated by the College Board.  The course is structured around the investigation of seven course themes and 27 key concepts in nine different chronological periods, from 1491 to the present. It will present the historical, geographic, political, economic, and sociological events which influenced the development of the United States and the resulting impact on world history. It will offer students opportunities to develop critical skills such as analysis, synthesis, and evaluation. 
Course Outline: This outline shows the topics assigned to each nine week. However, the teacher’s judgment will determine the actual pace of instruction while making every effort to stay on pace with this outline. 
First Nine Weeks (August 24 – October 29)
Chapter One: THE COLLISION OF CULTURES 

Chapter Two: TRANSPLANTATIONS AND BORDERLANDS 

Chapter Three: SOCIETY AND CULTURE IN PROVINCIAL AMERICA 

Chapter Four: THE EMPIRE IN TRANSITION 

Chapter Five: THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

Chapter Six: THE CONSTITUTION AND THE NEW REPUBLIC 

Chapter Seven: THE JEFFERSONIAN ERA 

Chapter Eight: VARIETIES OF AMERICAN NATIONALISM 

Chapter Nine: JACKSONIAN AMERICA

Chapter Ten: AMERICA'S ECONOMIC REVOLUTION 

Chapter Eleven: COTTON, SLAVERY, AND THE OLD SOUTH 

Second Nine Weeks (November 2 – January 22)
Chapter Twelve: ANTEBELLUM CULTURE AND REFORM

Chapter Thirteen: THE IMPENDING CRISIS

Chapter Fourteen: THE CIVIL WAR 

Chapter Fifteen: RECONSTRUCTION AND THE NEW SOUTH 

Chapter Sixteen: THE CONQUEST OF THE FAR WEST 

Chapter Seventeen: INDUSTRIAL SUPREMACY

Chapter Eighteen: THE AGE OF THE CITY 

Chapter Nineteen: FROM CRISIS TO EMPIRE

Chapter Twenty: THE PROGRESSIVE ERA 

Chapter Twenty-One: AMERICA AND THE GREAT WAR

Chapter Twenty-Two: THE NEW ERA

Third Nine Weeks (January 26 – April 7)
Chapter Twenty-Three: THE GREAT DEPRESSION

Chapter Twenty-Four: THE NEW DEAL 

Chapter Twenty-Five: THE GLOBAL CRISIS

Chapter Twenty-Six: AMERICA IN A WORLD AT WAR 

Chapter Twenty-Seven: THE COLD WAR

Chapter Twenty-Eight: THE AFFLUENT SOCIETY Chapter 

Twenty-Nine: CIVIL RIGHTS, VIETNAM, AND THE ORDEAL OF LIBERALISM 

Chapter Thirty: THE CRISIS OF AUTHORITY 

Chapter Thirty-One: FROM "THE AGE OF LIMITS" TO THE AGE OF REAGAN 

Chapter Thirty-Two: THE AGE OF GLOBALIZATION

Fourth Nine Weeks (April 11 – June 9)
Comprehensive review in preparation for taking the AP exam (May 10)
Methods of Instruction:
Lecture and discussion

Assigned readings from texts





Guided collaborative learning

Media assisted instruction





Research projects

Tests, Quizzes, and Homework: Tests will be announced. Quizzes are to be expected every day (though that will not happen due to time constraints), they will cover the topics discussed in the previous class. The topics discussed in class are homework for that night, automatically. Additional homework may be assigned.
Grading Policies: The quarter grade will be based on tests, quizzes, class participation, homework, projects etc. Tests are generally worth 2 grades, projects’ values will be given at the time of their assignment, and all other works are worth 1 grade.
Even though a 100-point grading scale will be used, the MDCPS grading system will be followed. A = 90 – 100; B = 80 – 89; C = 70 – 79; D = 60 – 69; F = 0 – 59. Only changes that favor the students may be made at the instructor’s discretion. For each quarter the lowest (non-cheating) grade will be dropped.

Honor Code: Every test or quiz will begin with the following pledge with your signature. “On my honor, I will not give nor accept aid during this examination.” Five (5) points will be deducted from your grade for nor writing or signing the pledge. Cheating will get you a zero (0) for the examination (a zero is quite different from an F – will be explained in class), the value of the examination may be increased, and students will be reported to their parents and possibly to the administration.

Make-up Exams: If you are absent, it is your responsibility to find out what took place in class. You will have 2 days after your return to make arrangement for your make-up exam.

Extra Credit: There will be no extra credit work. However, I will be available to help you with the assigned work.

May I Suggest…

Take notes. Do not try to write down everything that is said. Instead write the concepts that are repeated and emphasized in class lectures and discussions so that you know what to focus on for your quizzes and tests.

Form study groups. Discuss readings, lectures, notes, homework, etc. You can discuss the homework in a group and after all have understood write your work individually. The only time you cannot cooperate is on exams.

Keep up with the assigned work. They are cause-and-effect and other relationships between historical events. Discovering these relationships becomes impossible if the preceding and/or succeeding events are not known.
Ask questions. I feed off your participation and your questions. Your participation will make it an interesting class. If you have any doubts about something, ask a question. I know, no one else is asking, why you? Because they are all thinking what you are thinking! Once you have asked the question everyone benefits from the clarification. Again, if in doubt, ask.

Note: Parts of this syllabus closely reflects the content and wording of the MDCPS Pacing Guide. The syllabus may be changed at the instructor’s discretion.
